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EDGARD CHAHINE (1874 –1947)

Images of Parisian life in the Early Twentieth Century
Venice, Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art
20 December 2007 -  24 February 2008
Who was Edgard Chahine? In Paris in the early 1900s he was more famous than Bonnard. A draughtsman lionised by the beau monde, an engraver of dazzling technical skill, an illustrator of works by Huysmans and Barrès, he was a close friend of Anatole France and would (up to 1926) exhibit at every Venice Biennale. But with the end of the Belle Epoque, his career would go into decline. By the time of his death in 1947, Chahine was a forgotten figure.

The Print Cabinet at Ca' Pesaro has  more  than sixty works by the artist, some donated directly by Chahine, some acquired during the Biennales at which he exhibited. These works reflect his achievements during his 'golden period'  - from 1900 to 1920 - and a selection of those dedicated to Parisian themes is on display in this exhibition. This event marks the beginning at Ca' Pesaro of a project that has already worked with such success at Ca' Rezzzonico: periodic events intended to make the vast collections of the Musei Civici Veneziani available to the public .

The exhibition is included in the normal admission price. Open at usual museum hours (*), it will continue up to 24 February 2008.
The first works reveal Chahine’s skill in describing the sufferings of a humanity living from hand to mouth. With a cast of itinerant vendors and street performers, these powerful depictions of the world of the underprivileged would win Chahine his first  professional contract, earning the plaudits that gained him admission to the Parisian beau monde. 

Once there, the artist would turn  his acute talents as an observer  on that beau monde itself, portraying various aspects of it in works that reveal his enormous skill as a draughtsman and incomparable deftness of touch.  Here again, what characterises the work is his sharp eye; his ability to observe and empathise at one and the same time. 

Though the ‘register’ changes, Chahine’s art continues to be imbued with psychological insight, rendered with a fluency that reveals his mastery of all the various techniques of engraving – from etching and dry point to aquatint and ceramolle. Used individually or together, these were the means which enabled Chahine to achieve  soft fields of black, fine vibrant lines, and a whole range of greys in contrasting chiaroscuro.  

The results can be seen in the frothy lightness of his can-can dancers; in  the elegance of the fashionable ladies he glimpses at the opera or in a street café; in his vivid vignettes of Parisian life; and in the sense of personality that emerges in portraits of such friends as the painter Alfred Stevens, the actor W. Lèrand and the writer Anatole France (a man who shared Chahine’s sense of social  commitment).  

The exhibition also includes two works of sculpture - by the Russian Paul Troubetzkoy (Intra 1866 – Suna 1938) and the Englishman George James Frampton (London 1860 – 1928) - which are similar in theme to Chahine’s engravings.

* 10/17 (ticket-office 10/16); closed on Monday, 25.XII and 1.I– full-price euro 5,50; reduced: euro 3,00
Edgard Chahine. That Vienna was Chahine’s birthplace was a matter of chance: his parents, Armenian residents in Istanbul, happened to be travelling in Europe at the time. The boy would then be brought up in the Turkish capital, where his father was director of the Ottoman Bank, before moving to Venice at the age of 17 to complete his studies. Here, he  would lodge with the Mechitarist Fathers  of the Armenian monastery  and frequent courses at the Accademia delle Belle Arti, studying with the sculptor Antonio dal Zotto and the painter Antonio Paoletti. In 1895 he moved to Paris, where he frequented the Académie Julien, birthplace of the Nabis movement.

The artists who would study at the Julien  included Marcel Duchamp, Jacques Villon, Ėduard Vuillard, Henri Matisse and (later) Jean Dubuffet, and it was here that Chahine  studied with Paul Albert, Jean-Paul Laurens and Jean-Joseph Benjamin-Constant, an Orientalist painter and engraver. For the Société des Artistes Français (of which he was a member from 1896 to 1899), Chahine  would produce an etching (Study of Paupers) that attracted numerous plaudits and  won him a contract  with the Parisian printmaker Edmond Sagol.  He would then gradually move away from painting to concentrate on engraving, within a few years becoming  one of the most fashionable graphic artists in Paris. He would win a Gold Medal at both the Paris Universal Exposition (1900) and the Venice Biennale (1903) where he would exhibit work continuously from 1901 to 1926.

Chahine was also a portraitist and book illustrator, producing engravings for the works of authors such has Anatole France, Maurice Barrès, Octave Mirbeau Joris-Karl Huysmans and Colette.

Though he took French citizenship in 1925, he never forgot his origins and as a ‘romantic socialist’ was active in the Armenian cause. With the end of the Belle Epoque, Chahine tended to be neglected and he would die forgotten in Paris in 1947. He left a corpus of work that includes 800 prints and around 300 works in oils, pastels and  tempera. His most famous collections of  engravings are Les Forains à Paris (110 plates) and 1907 Les Impressions d’Italie (50 plates), which is a series of Venetian views.

IMAGES can be downloaded from www.museiciviciveneziani.it
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Venue: Venice, International Gallery of Modern Art, Santa Croce, 2076

Open to the public: 20 December 2007 -  24 February 2008

Opening Hours: 10 am - 5 pm (ticket-office 10 am - 4 pm); closed on Monday, 25th December and 1st January

Admission with Museum ticket 
Full price: 5,50 euro


Reductions: 3,00 euro
E.U. children aged 6 to 14; escorts (max. 2) for groups of children ; E.U. students* aged 15 to 29; escorts (max. 2) for groups of students; E.U. citizens over 65; staff* of the Ministero per i Beni e le Attività Culturali; holders of the "Rolling Venice Card" 
free entrance
Venetian residents; children aged 0-5; disabled people with escort; authorised guides; interpreters accompanying groups; group-leaders (groups of at least 21 people with prior bookings); I.C.O.M. members.


* I.D. required
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